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CURRENT BASIC UNITED STATES POLICY TCWARDS CUBA 
(November 1959) 


1. The immediate objective of the United States with 
respect to Cuba is the development of a situation in which, 
by not later than the end of 1960, the Government then in 
control of Cuba should, in its domestic and foreign policies, Χ 
meet at least minimally the objectives and standards indi- 
cated in the OCB Regional Operations Plan for Latin America 
which sets forth the basic United States policy objectives 
for Latin American countries. 


é. In achieving this objective, the United States and 
its representatives should avoid giving the impression of 
direct pressure or intervention directed against the Castro 
government and its programs, except where defense of 
legitimate United States interests or defense of the 
principles of the inter-American system might incidentally 
create an implication of overt opposition by the United States 
to individual policies, actions, statements or attitudes of 
the Castro government, 


3. Subject to the caveat of paragraph 2, United States 
policies, actions and statements should be governed by the 
following criteria, except where specific tactical 
considerations dictate otherwise: 


a) Actions, policies and statements tending to 
consolidate the Castro regime, in its present form 
and with those of its present policies and programs 
which run counter to United States objectives for 
Latin America, or tending to increase the chances of 
Success of such programs and policies should be 
avoided, 


b) Actions, policies and statements tending to 
encourage and coalesce opposition to the Castro regime's 
present form and policies by elements presently or 
potentially acceptable to the Cuban people should be 
undertaken to the extent possible. Actual or potential 
opposition elements both within and without the govern= 
ment should be encouraged, but in case of conflict, 
priority or emphasis should normally be accorded to 
lines of action, policies or statements tending to 
encourage opposition by suitable elements presently 
outside of the Castro regime with a view towards a 
step-by-step development of coherent opposition. 
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¢) Actions, policies and statements designed 
to emphasize throughout Latin America the United 
States concepts of genuine representative democracy, 
sound economic development, nonintervention, and 
inter-American solidarity within the free world 
should be undertaken whenever appropriate, as part 
of an effort to prevent the spread of the objection- 
able features of the Castro regime and program to 
other Latin American countries and to undercut 
‘within Cuba the support which Castro's present 
program derives from such popularity as it retains 
elsewhere in Latin America, 


ἃ) Avoidance of actions which would funda- 
mentally damage the mutuality of interests of Cuba 
and the United States and of their respective 
peoples, and avoidance of actions, policies or 
statements which would Significantly affect 
adversely the viability of an acceptable Cuban 
regime, whether a reformed Castro regime or a 
Successor to it. 


